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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The Examiner acknowledges the preliminary amendments filed on October 27, 
2003. Claims 1-27 have been canceled. Claims 28-39 have been newly added. 
Amendments to the title are acknowledged and accepted. Amendments to the 
Specifications are acknowledged and accepted. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 3, the 
word "photograpbable" should be written as "photographable". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, claim 38 recites "A computer readable 
recording medium having recorded thereon a program for executing a video system 
control method comprising the steps of: "A computer readable medium" as claimed 
does not define structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure, 
the computer software and hardware components, which permit the data structure to be 
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realized. Since a computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being 
executed by a computer, the program logic itself is not a process; therefore the 
invention as claimed is non-statutory. For examining purposes the claim will be read as 
"A computer readable recording medium having recorded thereon a program for 
executing a video system control method, the program comprising logic that when 
executed by a computer would perform the steps of: . . .". 
5. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, claim 39 recites "A computer readable 
recording medium having recorded thereon a program for executing a video system 
control method comprising the steps of: "A computer readable medium" as claimed 
does not define structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure, 
the computer software and hardware components, which permit the data structure to be 
realized. Since a computer program is merely a set of instructions capable of being 
executed by a computer, the program logic itself is not a process; therefore the 
invention as claimed is non-statutory. For examining purposes the claim will be read as 
"A computer readable recording medium having recorded thereon a program for 
executing a video system control method, the program comprising logic that when 
executed by a computer would perform the steps of: 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claim 28 and 30-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ashida et al., US Patent 5,206,721. 

Regarding claim 28, Ashida et al. discloses a video system (Figs. 1,9, 12, 18, 
23 and 24) comprising: an image pickup control device (Figs. 1, 9, 12, 18, 23 and 24). 
that controls an image pickup operation of an image pickup device (Fig. 1:1a and fig. 1 : 
lb); a display control device (Fig. 1: 3; fig. 9: 103; fig. 24B: 242) that displays a 
photographable image on a screen (Fig. 1: 5; fig. 9: 104; fig. 12: 124); a range setting 
device (Fig. 9: 103; fig. 18: 137a) that sets a desired image portion of the 
photographable image (See fig. 9: 102-1; see also fig. 12; image taken by camera 131-1 
in fig. 13) displayed on the screen, thereby setting a restricted display region (See fig. 9: 
102-2; see also fig. 12; image taken by camera 131-2 in fig. 13) indicating the desired 
image portion on the photographable image (Fig. 9: 104; fig. 12: 124; fig. 240); and an 
image processing device (Fig. 9: 103; fig. 12; fig. 13: 137; fig. 18) that exchanges an 
image picked up by the image pickup device in the restricted displaying region for an 
other image (As shown in fig. 18, the control unit 138 in conjunction with ratio control 
137a and selector 139, replace a portion of the image captured by camera 131-1 with 
image data captured by camera 131-2) (Ool. 4, line 34 - col. 5, line 25; col. 9, lines 3- 
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35; col. 10, line 54 - col. 12, line 26; col. 14. line 30 - col. 15, line 22; col. 19, line 12 - 
col. 20, line 3). 

Regarding claim 30. Ashida et al. discloses a display device (Fig. 1 : 5; fig. 9: 
104; fig. 12: 124) that displays the image picked up by the image pickup device (Fig. 1: 
la; fig. 9: 91-1; fig. 24A: 240); and wherein a range of the photographable image 
(overview image) is larger than a range of the image to be displayed on said display 
device (the range of the overview image is larger than the range of the image displayed 
in the small window displayed in the screen 104 in fig. 9. in the two small screens in fig. 
12: 124 and in the small screen shown in fig. 24C). Grounds for rejecting claim 28 
apply here. 

Regarding claim 31, Ashida et al. discloses that the range setting device sets 
the restricted display region in response to designation of a corresponding portion on 
the photographable image (Ashida et al. discloses selecting a specified range to be 
displayed by detecting sound of a participant using microphones and a speaker 
detection circuit (Col. 4, lines 20-44). This reads as setting the restricted display region 
in response to designation of a corresponding portion on the photographable image 
since the region selected is determined by the microphone related to a specific region). 

Regarding claim 32, Ashida et al. discloses a video system (Figs. 1 , 9, 12, 18, 
23 and 24) comprising: an image pickup control device Figs. 1 , 9, 12, 18, 23 and 24 that 
controls an image pickup operation of an image pickup device (Fig. 1:1a and fig. 1: lb); 
a display control device that displays a photographable image on a screen (Fig. 1 : 5; fig. 
9: 104; fig. 12: 124); a range setting device (Fig. 9: 103; fig. 18: 137a) that sets a 
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desired image portion on the photographable image (See fig. 9: 102-1; see also fig. 12; 
image tal^en by camera 131-1 in fig. 13) displayed on the screen, thereby setting a 
restricted display region indicating the desired image portion on the photographable 
image (Fig. 9: 104; fig. 12: 124; fig. 24C); and a restriction device (As shown in fig. 18, 
the control unit 138 in conjunction with ratio control 137a and selector 139, replace a 
portion of the image captured by camera 131-1 with image data captured by camera 
131-2, this is done based on the amount of data in buffers units (col. 14, line 30 - col. 
15, line 22)) that restricts an amount of data corresponding to an image picked up by 
the image pickup device to be displayed in the restricted display region (Col. 4, line 34 - 
col. 5, line 25; col. 9, lines 3-35; col. 10, line 54 - col. 12, line 26; col. 14, line 30 - col. 
15, line 22; col. 19, line 12 -col. 20, line 3). 

Regarding claim 33, Ashida et al. discloses a display device (Fig. 1 : 5; fig. 9: 
104; fig. 12: 124) that displays the image picked up by the image pickup device; and 
wherein said restriction device restricts the amount of data in order that no image data 
of the image picked up by the image pickup device is output to said display device 
(Ashida et al. discloses that the in the restricted area of the display image, there will be 
data of a different camera capturing a predetermined area of the overview image (Col. 
4, line 34 - col. 5, line 25; col. 9, lines 3-35; col. 10, line 54 - col. 12, line 26; col. 14, 
line 30- col. 15, line 22; col. 19, line 12 - col. 20, line 3). This reads as restricting the 
amount of data in order that no image data of the image picked up by the image pickup 
device is output to said display device since no data from the camera capturing the 
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overview image is displayed on the restricted area). Grounds for rejecting claim 32 
apply here. 

Regarding claim 34, limitations can be found in claim 30. 

Regarding claim 35, limitations can be found in claim 31. 

Regarding claim 36, this is a method claim of the apparatus in claim 28. 
Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 28 apply here. 

Regarding claim 37, this is a method claim of the apparatus in claim 32. 
Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 32 apply here. 

Regarding claim 38, claim 38 recites a computer readable recording medium 
having recorded thereon a program for executing a video system control method 
executed by the video system in claim 28 (Video system comprises a processing circuit 
53 executing the method in claim 28). Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 28 apply 
here. 

Regarding claim 39, claim 39 recites a computer readable recording medium 
having recorded thereon a program for executing a video system control method 
executed by the video system in claim 28 (Video system comprises a processing circuit 
53 executing the method in claim 28). Therefore, grounds for rejecting claim 28 apply 
here. 
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8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Shibata et al., US Patent 5,790,178. 

Regarding claim 28, Shibata et al. discloses a video system (Fig. 1) comprising: 
an image pickup control device (Fig. 1 : 101 ; see also fig. 6) that controls an image 
pickup operation of an image pickup device (Fig. 1: 1); a display control device (Fig. 1: 
5) that displays a photographable image on a screen (Fig. 1: 2); a range setting device 
(Fig. 2: 205 and fig. 3) that sets a desired image portion of the photographable image 
(See fig. 4) displayed on the screen, thereby setting a restricted display region (small 
region 402 in fig. 4) indicating the desired image portion on the photographable image 
(See fig. 4: 401); and an image processing device (Fig. 2: 205 and fig. 3) that 
exchanges an image picked up by the image pickup device in the restricted displaying 
region for another image (See still picture in small region of the screen as shown in fig. 
4: b) (Col. 9, line 1 0 - col. 1 0, line 38). 

Regarding claim 29, Shibata et al. discloses that the other image is a 
predetermined still image (See still picture in small region of the screen as shown in fig. 
4: b). Grounds for rejecting claim 28 apply here. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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272- 731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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